


A MESSAGE FROM PASTORS JEFFERY + JOANNE PORTMANN

Dear Gateway, 
We pray that the hope, joy, and peace made possible
by the arrival of Christ would be felt in your heart
and in your family this Christmas. As you read
through this Gateway Christmas Guide, our hope is
that you laugh, reminisce, and remember that into
the darkness of our broken world came a great
light. He is, UImmanuel J God with us.V Jesus is not
our last hope, He is our only hope.
We look forward to celebrating Jesus with you this
Christmas.
On behalf of the Gateway team, Merry Christmas.
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December 1 – God in the Ordinary

Lead Luke 1:5G7
Zechariah and Elizabeth were ordinary people faithfully serving
God. They were righteous and obedient, yet they carried the
sorrow of unanswered prayer. they had no children and were
advanced in age. Still, they continued walking in faithfulness.
It was in that place of quiet obedience that God chose to move.
Zechariah didnXt seek the spotlight or chase miracles. he simply
showed up to serve, And God met him there.
Sometimes the miracle youXve been waiting for begins when you
stay faithful in what feels small. God delights in taking the
ordinary and turning it into the extraordinary.

Reflection:

God often moves most powerfully in moments of quiet
faithfulness.

Discussion Questions:

1. How can you stay faithful to God even when life feels routine/
2. What are some UordinaryV areas where God might be preparing

something extraordinary/
3. Why do you think God often uses ordinary people to

accomplish His plans/

eek 1 - W Zechariah
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December 2 – When God Interrupts

Read Luke 1:8G13
While Zechariah was performing his temple duties, God
interrupted his normal routine with a supernatural message. An
angel appeared and said, UYour prayer has been heard.V
Zechariah wasnXt expecting an encounter that day, but God met
him in his work. Sometimes, what we see as an interruption is
really an invitation. God uses unexpected moments to reveal His
presence and renew our hope.
When God breaks into your plans, donXt push Him away. His
interruptions are often the beginning of your transformation.

Reflection:

Interruptions can be GodXs invitations to step into His plan.

Discussion Questions:

1. Have you experienced a moment when God interrupted your
plans/

2. How can you learn to recognize GodXs hand in unexpected
circumstances/

3. What does it mean to welcome divine interruptions in your
life/

eek 1 - W Zechariah
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December 3 – Wrestling with Doubt

Read Luke 1:18G20
When Zechariah heard the angelXs message, he struggled to
believe it. UHow can I be sure of this/V he asked. His doubt didnXt
derail GodXs plan, but it did lead to silence.
For nine months, Zechariah couldnXt speak. In that silence, God
was still working, forming a miracle and shaping ZechariahXs
heart. Sometimes God quiets our world so we can better hear His
voice.
Doubt is a natural response when we face the impossible, but faith
grows when we trust GodXs word even before we see the result.

Reflection:

Seasons of silence are often GodXs way of strengthening our faith.

Discussion Questions:

1. Why do you think Zechariah doubted the angelXs message/
2. How do you respond when God asks you to believe something

that feels impossible/
3. What might God want to teach you in a season of waiting or

silence/

eek 1 - W Zechariah

NOTES:
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December 4 – Waiting on the Promise

Read Luke 1:23G25
After Zechariah returned home, Elizabeth became pregnant, just
as God had said. For five months, she kept to herself, reflecting on
the miracle growing within her.
Waiting seasons can be difficult, but theyXre often where faith
takes root. ElizabethXs waiting wasnXt wasted3 it was a time of
preparation and quiet joy. God was weaving His plan, even when
no one could see it yet.
When God gives a promise, we may not see instant results. But His
timing is perfect, and His word never fails.

Reflection:

Waiting isnXt wasted when you trust the One who made the
promise.

Discussion Questions:

1. How do you respond to waiting seasons in your life/
2. What can ElizabethXs quiet trust teach you about faith/
3. How can you remind yourself of GodXs faithfulness while you

wait/

eek 1 - W Zechariah

NOTES:
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December  5 – The Power of Obedience

Read Luke 1:57G63
Nine months later, the miracle child was born. Family and friends
assumed he would be named after his father, but both Elizabeth
and Zechariah obeyed GodXs instruction: Uhis name would be John.V
At that moment, ZechariahXs voice returned, and his first words
were praise to God. His obedience unlocked blessing and restored
his voice.
Sometimes the breakthrough weXre waiting for is on the other
side of simple obedience. When we align our will with GodXs, we
experience His promises in full.

Reflection:

Obedience opens the door to blessing.

Discussion Questions:

1. How does ZechariahXs obedience inspire your own faith
journey/

2. When has obedience to God led to unexpected blessing in your
life/

3. What step of obedience might God be calling you to take right
now/

eek 1 - W Zechariah

NOTES:
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December 6 – When the Promise Arrives

Read Luke 1:64G66
When ZechariahXs voice returned, he immediately praised God. The
people around him were filled with awe, saying, UWhat then is this
child going to be/V They could see that the LordXs hand was upon
this family.
ZechariahXs story ends with worship, a powerful reminder that
every promise fulfilled should lead us back to praise. GodXs timing,
though often mysterious, is always perfect.
This Christmas, celebrate the God who still fulfills His promises.
The same God who brought JohnXs birth and JesusX arrival is
faithful to complete His work in your life, too.

Reflection:

Every fulfilled promise is an invitation to praise the Promise
Keeper.

Discussion Questions:

1. How does ZechariahXs story strengthen your trust in GodXs
timing/

2. What promises from God are you still believing for/
3. How can you make worship your response when GodXs

promises come to pass/

eek 1 - W Zechariah
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December 7 – God’s Faithful Love

Read Luke 1:78G79
As ZechariahXs song of praise concludes, he declares, UBecause of
the tender mercy of our God, by which the rising sun will come to
us from heaven to shine on those living in darkness and in the
shadow of death, to guide our feet into the path of peace.V
Zechariah now understands that this isnXt just about his family,
itXs about all humanity. The Urising sunV he speaks of is Jesus, the
Messiah, who brings forgiveness, peace, and a new beginning to all
who believe.
The Christmas story is GodXs love story to the world. His mercy
reaches into every dark place, bringing light where fear once
ruled. 

Reflection:

The same God who fulfilled His promise to Zechariah has fulfilled
His promise to us through Jesus, our Light, our Savior, our Peace.

Discussion Questions:

1. How has GodXs mercy brought light into your life/
2. In what ways can you share that light with others this

Christmas/
3. What part of ZechariahXs story reminds you most of GodXs

faithful love/

eek 1 - W Zechariah

NOTES:
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December 8 – When Heaven Breaks Into Ordinary
Read Luke 1:26G29
MaryXs story begins like many of ours, an ordinary day suddenly
interrupted by GodXs extraordinary plan. In Nazareth, a humble
and overlooked town, a young girl was about to receive a message
that would change the world.
GabrielXs greeting startled her: UGreetings, you who are highly
favored! The Lord is with you.V Mary was Ugreatly troubledV
because nothing about her life seemed remarkable. Yet God saw
her and called her favored, not because of perfection, but because
of grace.
God still interrupts ordinary lives today with divine purpose. His
favor isnXt earned3 itXs given. What feels like a disruption may
actually be God inviting you into His greater story.

Reflection

GodXs divine interruptions are often the doorway to His greatest
blessings.

Discussion Questions

1. How do you respond when God interrupts your plans/
2. Why do you think God chose someone like Mary for such an

important task/
3. Where might God be trying to interrupt your routine today/

eek 2 - W Mary

NOTES:
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eek 2 - W Mary

December 9 – Highly Favored
Read Luke 1:30G31
Gabriel told Mary she had Ufound favor with God.V She hadnXt
earned it, she simply received it. ThatXs the essence of grace:
unearned favor from a loving God.
When Gabriel revealed she would conceive and bear the Son of
God, MaryXs life changed forever. Yet in that overwhelming
moment, she learned that GodXs favor doesnXt always mean
comfort3 it means calling.
When you walk in GodXs favor, expect both challenge and blessing.
His grace empowers you to carry out what He calls you to do.

Reflection

GodXs favor is not about status, itXs about purpose.

Discussion Questions

1. What does Ufavor with GodV mean to you personally/
2. Have you ever experienced GodXs favor in a surprising way/
3. How can you live aware of GodXs grace in your daily life/
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eek 2 - W Mary

December 10 – When the Impossible Becomes Possible

Read Luke 1:34G35
When Mary asked, UHow will this be, since I am a virgin/V she wasnXt
doubting God, she was seeking understanding. The angel replied
that the Holy Spirit would make the impossible possible.
This moment reminds us that our limitations donXt limit God. What
seems humanly impossible is often the very stage for His
miraculous power.
Mary didnXt need all the details, just faith that GodXs Word would
come true. When you donXt understand how something will work
out, remember: God specializes in the impossible.

Reflection

Our limitations are GodXs opportunities to reveal His power.

Discussion Questions

1. What feels impossible in your life right now/
2. How can you trust God with things beyond your control/
3. What does this story teach you about the power of the Holy

Spirit/

NOTES:
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eek 2 - W Mary
December 11 – Faith Builds Faith
Read Luke 1:36G37
Gabriel encouraged Mary by mentioning Elizabeth, her relative
who was miraculously pregnant in old age. Seeing GodXs
faithfulness in someone elseXs story strengthened MaryXs own
faith.
ThatXs how God works: testimony builds trust. When we see or
hear how God has moved for others, weXre reminded that He can
do the same for us.UFor no word from God will ever fail.V
This truth anchors our hearts. GodXs promises donXt expire, they
are always fulfilled in His perfect time.

Reflection

Faith grows when we remember what God has already done.

Discussion Questions

1. Whose testimony has strengthened your faith/
2. How can your story encourage someone else today/
3. What does Luke 1:37 teach you about GodXs reliability/

NOTES:
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eek 2 - W Mary
December 12 – Surrender and Obedience
Read Luke 1:38
MaryXs response to the angel was simple yet profound: UI am the
LordXs servant. May your word to me be fulfilled.V
She didnXt have all the answers, but she had complete trust. Her
surrender set in motion the greatest miracle in history.
When God reveals His plan, obedience is the key to blessing. Like
Mary, weXre invited to say yes, even when we donXt see the full
picture.

Reflection

True faith says UyesV before knowing how everything will work
out.

Discussion Questions

1. What does MaryXs obedience teach you about faith/
2. Are there areas where youXve hesitated to say UyesV to God/
3. How can you practice surrender in your walk with Christ/

NOTES:
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eek 2 - W Mary

December 13 – Partnering with God
Read Romans 12:1G23 Luke 1:46G49
God doesnXt just work for us, He works with us. MaryXs obedience
allowed her to join GodXs redemptive plan. Her worship ?the
Magnificat@ shows that she understood her role as both servant
and participant in GodXs mission.
When you obey, youXre not just following orders, youXre
partnering with the Creator of the universe in His work of love
and restoration.
God already picked you. The question is, how will you respond/

Reflection

Obedience is our invitation to partner with GodXs purpose.

Discussion Questions

1. What does it mean to partner with God in everyday life/
2. How has obedience to God produced unexpected blessings/
3. What might change if you lived as though God has already

chosen you/
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eek 2 - W Mary

December 14 – Nothing Is Impossible
Read Luke 1:373 Galatians 4:4G5
At just the right time, God set His plan in motion through an
obedient young woman. The eternal entered the ordinary. The
divine became human.
MaryXs story reminds us that Uwith God, nothing is impossible.V  
From the virgin birth to the resurrection, God continually proves
that His power surpasses human understanding.
Whatever feels impossible today J restoration, healing,
forgiveness, purpose J can become possible when placed in GodXs
hands. His will, combined with our obedience, creates miracles.

Reflection

When GodXs will is made clear and we obey, nothing is impossible.

Discussion Questions

1. What UimpossibleV situation do you need to trust God with
today/

2. How does MaryXs faith inspire your own/
3. How can you live this Christmas with renewed confidence in

GodXs power/

NOTES:
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eek 3 - W Joseph

December 15 – When Life Catches You Off Guard
Read Matthew 1:18
Ever been caught off guard and needed to pause to catch your
breath/ ThatXs where we find Joseph. Everything seemed to be
falling into place3 his future with Mary, his reputation, his plans,
until one moment changed everything.
Mary, his betrothed, was Ufound to be with child.V Joseph didnXt yet
know the full story. His heart must have ached with confusion
and disappointment. But before God explained anything, JosephXs
character was already revealed.
LifeXs surprises test whatXs inside us. When things donXt go as
expected, we can either react in fear or respond in faith. Like
Joseph, we can pause, listen, and let God shape our next step.

Reflection

Interruptions often reveal our faith more than our successes do.

Discussion Questions

1. When was the last time life caught you off guard/
2. How can you respond in faith when plans fall apart/
3. What can Joseph teach you about quiet trust in confusing

moments/

NOTES:
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eek 3 - W Joseph

December 16 – Character in the Chaos
Read Matthew 1:19
JosephXs world was spinning, but his response revealed his heart.
The law gave him the right to expose Mary publicly, yet he chose
mercy. He planned to Udivorce her quietly.V ThatXs not weakness,
thatXs integrity guided by compassion.
Real character isnXt measured when everything is going right3 itXs
revealed when everything goes wrong. JosephXs choice shows that
love and obedience can coexist with confusion.
We can learn from Joseph: we donXt have to understand
everything to choose whatXs right.

Reflection

Faithful character chooses grace even when it hurts.

Discussion Questions

1. Why is JosephXs decision to handle things quietly so
significant/

2. How can grace shape your responses in difficult situations/
3. What does this verse reveal about JosephXs trust in GodXs

justice/

NOTES:
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eek 3 - W Joseph

December 17 – God Speaks in the Silence

Read Matthew 1:20
While Joseph slept, God spoke. The angel came not in the noise of
life but in the quiet of surrender. Sometimes God speaks most
clearly when we finally stop striving.
JosephXs decision was interrupted by divine revelation. God gave
him direction, clarity, and peace, all while he was resting. Maybe
thatXs a reminder for us too: when we slow down long enough to
listen, God will speak.

Reflection

GodXs voice often follows our stillness.

Discussion Questions

1. When do you find it easiest to hear GodXs voice/
2. How does JosephXs dream show us that God can bring clarity

in chaos/
3. What might God want to say to you if you slow down long

enough to listen/
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eek 3 - W Joseph

December 18 – Do Not Be Afraid
Read Matthew 1:20G21
The angelXs first words to Joseph were simple but powerful: UDo
not be afraid.V Fear could have kept Joseph from obedience. Fear of
shame. Fear of judgment. Fear of the unknown.
But courage is not the absence of fear, itXs choosing faith in the
middle of it. God invited Joseph to trust Him with something bigger
than himself: raising the Savior of the world.
Fear often whispers, UWhat if this doesnXt work out/V But faith
replies, UWhat if this is exactly what God planned/V

Reflection

Faith doesnXt erase fear, it replaces it with trust.

Discussion Questions

1. What fears might have tempted Joseph to say UnoV to GodXs
plan/

2. What fears hold you back from obeying God fully/
3. How can remembering GodXs faithfulness give you courage

today/

NOTES:
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eek 3 - W Joseph

December 19 – Aligning with God’s Plan
Read Matthew 1:22G23
Matthew reminds us that JosephXs obedience fulfilled ancient
prophecy, GodXs promise from Isaiah that a virgin would give birth
to UImmanuel, God with us.V
Joseph didnXt just obey a command, his obedience aligned with
eternity. Every act of faith in our lives connects to something
bigger than we see.
When we obey GodXs word, we participate in His unfolding plan.
Even small steps of obedience become part of a story that changes
the world.

Reflection

Our obedience today connects with GodXs eternal purpose.

Discussion Questions

1. How does JosephXs obedience reflect trust in GodXs bigger plan/
2. Have you ever seen how a small act of obedience had a greater

impact later/
3. What does UImmanuel, God with usV mean to you personally/

NOTES:
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eek 3 - W Joseph

December 20 – Bold Obedience
Read Matthew 1:24G25
UWhen Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had
commanded him.V No hesitation. No second guessing. Just
obedience.
Joseph risked reputation and comfort to follow God. He chose
GodXs approval over manXs applause. ThatXs what bold obedience
looks like, it may cost something, but itXs always worth it. When we
choose obedience, we step into the center of GodXs will, and thatXs
where miracles happen.

Reflection

Bold obedience brings us into the middle of GodXs best.

Discussion Questions

1. What made JosephXs obedience so courageous/
2. What does it mean to obey God immediately/
3. Where might God be inviting you to act boldly today/

NOTES:
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eek 3 - W Joseph

December 21 – Standing in the Center of God’s Will
Read Galatians 1:103 Matthew 1:25
JosephXs story reminds us that living in GodXs will is not about
comfort, itXs about calling. His obedience didnXt make life easier3 it
made it meaningful.
He could have chosen the approval of people, but he chose the
approval of God. In doing so, Joseph became part of the greatest
story ever told.
When we walk in obedience, we stand in the very center of GodXs
will. ThatXs the safest, strongest, and most joyJfilled place to be.

Reflection

God always responds to our obedience with blessing.

Discussion Questions

1. What do you think it means to live in the center of GodXs will/
2. How can JosephXs example shape the way you respond to GodXs

call/
3. What step of obedience could you take this week to align with

GodXs plan/

NOTES:
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eek 4 - W Shepherds

December 22 – Good News for the Least Likely
Read Luke 2:8G12
When God chose to announce the birth of His Son, He didnXt send
angels to kings or priests, He sent them to shepherds. These men
were ordinary, often overlooked, and considered social outcasts.
Yet GodXs message of hope came first to them.
The angelXs words still ring true today: UDo not be afraid. I bring
you good news that will cause great joy for all the people.V
The gospel is for everyone, no matter your background, past, or
position. God delights in reaching the least likely, transforming
ordinary people into bearers of extraordinary news.

Reflection

The good news of Jesus is for everyone, especially those who feel
unseen.

Discussion Questions

1. Why do you think God chose shepherds to receive the first
announcement of JesusX birth/

2. How does this story show GodXs heart for all people/
3. Who in your life might need to be reminded that GodXs love

includes them too/

NOTES:
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eek 4 - W Shepherds
December 23 – From Spectators to Messengers
Read Luke 2:15G20
After the angels left, the shepherds didnXt stay where they were.
They said, ULetXs go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has
happened.V They went quickly, found Jesus just as the angel said,
and then began telling everyone what they had seen.
The shepherds moved from spectators to participants, from
hearing the good news to sharing it. Their story reminds us that
encountering Jesus always leads to action. We donXt just keep the
message, we carry it.
As you reflect on Christmas, ask yourself: am I content to simply
watch, or am I willing to go and tell/

Reflection

When we experience Jesus, we canXt help but share Him.

Discussion Questions

1. What does it mean to move from being a spectator to a
participant in GodXs story/

2. How did the shepherds respond differently than others might
have/

3. Who could you share the good news of Jesus with this
Christmas season/

NOTES:
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eek 5 - W Wisemen
December 24 - Worship That Costs Something
Read Matthew 2:1G11
Every manger scene includes the Wise Men, travelers from the East
who followed a divine sign across the desert to find and worship
the newborn King. Their story isnXt just about a journey3 itXs about
worship that costs something.
When they finally saw the child, Uthey bowed down and
worshiped Him.V That moment of reverence changed everything.
They had found the One their hearts were searching for. This
Christmas, may your worship, both in song and in life, reflect the
same passion and focus. Worship isnXt confined to a season or a
Sunday3 itXs a daily decision to bring your best to the King who gave
His all for you.

Reflection

Worship begins with a seeking heart and ends with a surrendered
life.c

Discussion Questions

1. What distractions most often pull your attention away from
worship/

2. How can you make your worship more intentional this
Christmas season/

3. What might it look like for you to offer something that truly
costs you in your worship to Jesus/

NOTES:
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eek 5 - W Wisemen
December 25 - Come and see the King
Read Matthew 2:9G12
The Wise Men didnXt find Jesus by accident, they followed a sign
God placed in their sky. A star appeared, unlike anything they had
seen before, and it stirred their hearts with a simple but lifeJ
changing invitation: Come and see the King.
God still places UstarsV in our lives, moments, people, Scripture, or
unexpected peace, that point us toward Jesus. The problem is not
that God isnXt speaking3 itXs that we often stop looking up long
enough to notice. 
This Christmas, pay attention to the signs God is sending you, big or
small. Follow them. They will always lead you to Jesus. Once you
meet Him, your life will never follow the same route again.

Reflection

Those who truly seek Jesus always find Him, and they always leave
different than they came.

Discussion Questions

1. What UstarsV or signs has God placed in your life lately to
draw you closer to Jesus/

2. In what ways does encountering Jesus lead you to take a
different UrouteV in life/

3. How can you be more attentive and responsive to GodXs
guidance this season/

NOTES:
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echariahXs         ong
UPraise be to the Lord, the God of
Israel, because he has come to his
people and redeemed them. He has
raised up a horn of salvation for us
in the house of his servant David ?as
he said through his holy prophets of
long ago@, salvation from our
enemies and from the hand of all
who hate usFto show mercy to our
ancestors and to remember his holy
covenant, the oath he swore to our
father Abraham: to rescue us from
the hand of our enemies, and to
enable us to serve him without fear
in holiness and righteousness
before him all our days.V

Luke 1:68-75 (NIV)
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And Mary said:
UMy soul glorifies the Lord and my
spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for
he has been mindful of the humble
state of his servant. From now on all
generations will call me blessed, for
the Mighty One has done great
things for meFholy is his name. His
mercy extends to those who fear
him, from generation to generation.
He has performed mighty deeds with
his arm3 he has scattered those who
are proud in their inmost thoughts.
He has brought down rulers from
their thrones but has lifted up the
humble. He has filled the hungry
with good things but has sent the
rich away empty. He has helped his
servant Israel, remembering to be
merciful to Abraham and his
descendants forever, just as he
promised our ancestors.V

aryXs         ong

Luke 1:46-55-75 (NIV)
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RELAX & ENJOY
Our staff has curated a Christmas
guide full of wonderful recipes
and festivities. During this holiday
season enjoy these treasured
traditions with friends and family. 
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FAVORITE TRADITIONS
reading the birth story of Jesus
eating brunch together with extended family
playing games as an extended family

FAVORITE MUSIC TO LISTEN TO
Louise Armstrong J 2Zat you Santa Clause
Harry Connick Jr. J Christmas
David Crowder Band J Christmas album

FAVORITE OUTING (WHEN KIDS WERE YOUNGER)
hunting for homes with awesome light shows while drinking
hot chocolate
Kingston waterfront lights

I picked these traditions as my favorites because they keep what is most
meaningful to me at the center J gratitude for Jesus and sharing life
with my family . The laughter and great food we have are more
fulfilling than any present I could get. The outings we used to do are
marked with the wonder and awe. I2d see in my boys2 faces as we see the
display of lights. It was always fun to marvel at how much time and
energy people put into their light shows.
And on those drives, we2d listen to Harry Connick Jr because his
Christmas songs are filled with so much creativity, uniqueness and
fun. David Crowder is also similar in his renditions of Christmas
carols J they make me rethink and uniquely feel the depth of the songs.
And to cap it off, there2s nothing like the harmonies that Louise
Armstrong comes up with through his voice and trumpet. I imagine him
and the band having to travel through different towns and even
though he wouldn2t be able to stay in many of the nicer establishments
because of his color, he still kept soldiering on and performing. Much
respect.

MARIO WHITE, DEVELOPMENT PASTOR

CHRISTMAS FAVORTIES



AREA FAVORITES
We enjoy going to café cocina and seeing

Santa ?EricXs parents@, getting our tree
from Hubert2s Christmas Tree Farm in
Seabeck, having hot apple cider in the

cabin on their property, and looking out at
the mountains. Typically we will also get a

family picture at both places and use the
best one for our family Card.

DOUG LENZ, DIRECTOR OF FACILITIES

OUR FAMILY’S TOP 3 AREA FAVORITE TRADITIONS

Polar Express train
ride from Mt. Hood

or Mt. Rainer

Zoo Lights at Point
Defiance Zoo

Lumen Field of
Lights



SUGAR COOKIES
INGREDIENTS DIRECTIONS

Sugar Cookies
1 cup butter

 1½ cups sugar
 ⅔ cup milk

 4 tsp vanilla
 4 cups flour

 1 Tbsp baking powder
 ½ tsp salt

Frosting
 1 stick of butter

 4 cups powdered sugar
 4 Tablespoons milk
 1 teaspoon vanilla

Mix together, place in
plastic wrap and
refrigerate for 30
minutes. Roll out on
floured surface, cut and
bake at 350» for about 10
min.

Cream butter, slowing
mix in other ingredients
until the correct
consistency. Add food
coloring, if desired.

MICHELLE BRUNEAU, KIDS ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT



FAMILY FAVORITES
PORTMANN'S FAVORITE CHRISTMAS: 

Favorite Christmas songs
           UOh Holy NightV
           USanta Clause is coming to townV
           J Bruce Springsteen 

Opening Presents
During Family Christmas everyone but Dad ?me@
goes into our room and waits in silence to hear
the Silver Bell ring and then comes out to look
for the hidden green pickle hidden somewhere in
the tree J whoever finds it gets to open a gift
first. 

Reading Scripture
We read the whole Christmas Story Luke 2 and
take time to pray before we open gifts.

Favorite Food
Joanne2s Christmas Ham is a National Treasure.

Funny Memory
Funny not funny memory as a kidJ One year when
i was a child we attended a Christmas Eve service
and just after we sang Silent Night a girl in the
row in front of us began projectile vomiting and
the whole room began to smell like rancid
cheese.

Church Tradition
Favorite collective Church moment is singing
Silent Night and lighting the candles to
celebrate Jesus as the light of the world.

JEFFERY PORTMANN, LEAD PASTOR



SCOTCHAROOS
INGREDIENTS DIRECTIONS

1 cup sugar
1 cup light corn syrup

1 cup creamy peanut butter
6 cups Rice Krispies

1 cup semisweet chocolate chips
1 cup butterscotch chips

AMBER TRIEBS, DIRECTOR OF FINANCE AND OPERATIONS

In a large saucepan over
medium heat, combine sugar
and corn syrup.
Bring to a boil, then remove
from heat. Stir in peanut
butter. Add Rice Krispies3 
stir until evenly coated3
Press into a greased 13x9J
inch pan.
In a small saucepan, melt
chocolate chips and
butterscotch chips over low
heat, stirring until smooth.
Spread over cereal mixture.
Cool, then cut into bars.



FAVORITE CHRISTMAS ITEMS
MY FAVORITE CHRISTMAS ACTIVITIES INCLUDE: 

Advent candles and activities
Jesse Tree Ornaments and storytelling
finding ways to keep the real reason of Christmas at
the forefront of our minds
eating/making potato lefse (my mom’s side)
eating Sweet Potatoes A’royal (Mario’s family’s recipe)
enjoying mulling spices and dairy free nog

MICHELLE WHITE, MISSIONS PASTOR



One of the tools our family loves
is our set of Jesse Tree Advent
Cards ?pictured here@. 

These cards walk through the
story of ScriptureFfrom
creation to the prophets to the
birth of ChristFshowing how
the entire Bible points to Jesus.
We hang them like garland using
twine and little clothespins. Each
day the kids take one down, flip it
over, and we read the scripture
and short reflection together.
ItXs handsJon, visual, and a
beautiful way for kids to see
GodXs big rescue plan unfolding
day by day.

With younger kids in our home,
we also read The Christmas
Promise and use The Christmas
Promise Advent Calendar. ItXs
simple, engaging, and helps our
little ones understand who Jesus
is: the King God promised.

FAMILY TRADITIONS
OUR FAVORITE CHRISTMAS TRADITIONS

Reading an Advent devotional as a family
Taking down and flipping over a Jesse Tree Card each day
Hanging the cards like garland with clothespins
Reading The Christmas Promise with our younger kids
Ending each day with a short prayer together

SHELLY COLE, KIDS PASTOR



TOP 10 CHRISTMAS SONGS
Every year, our family debates when itXs
okay to start playing Christmas music ?and
watching Hallmark Christmas movies@. I
think the day after Thanksgiving is the
right time, but others in our house want to
start much earlier.
Christmas music brings the holiday spirit to
life and reminds us what this season is all
aboutFJesus!
HereXs a list of my favorite Christmas songs
that I enjoy every year.

KIRK ELLIS, WORSHIP PASTOR

UWHITE
CHRISTMASV
Bing Crosby

UA CRADLE IN
BETHLEHEMV

Nat King Cole

UALL IS WELLV
Michael W. Smith µ
Carrie Underwood

UITXS THE MOST
WONDERFUL

TIME OF THE YEARV
Andy Williams

UGOD BLESS US
EVERYONEV

Andrea Bocelli

UJOY TO THE
WORLDV

Whitney Houston

UTHIS CHRISTMASV
Donnie Hathaway

UTHE HAPPY ELFV
Harry Connick Jr.

UWINTER
WONDERLANDV

Tony Bennett

UCHRISTMAS TIME
IS HEREV

Vince Guaraldi Trio
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